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[1] ROEXETAT, THE (1) ~ (5) PHABCELREW,

The essayist Shinichi Tsurugaya wrote about what he thought was the most beautjlful
story about browsing in a bookstore. During the 19th century, in a town. in Europe, (12 poor
boy who loved reading went to look in the window of a baokstore at a book on display. He
wanted to read it, but he had no money. He returned every day. One day, the boy found that
the first page of the book had been turned. The next day, the page had been turned again.
@The boy read it from where he had left off the day before. The pages were turned each day,
one at a time, and in the course of several months the boy was able to finish the book, thanks to
the kindness of the bookshop owner. The story, which sounds like a fairytale, appears in -
"Gekko ni Sho o Yomu" (Reading books by moonlight),

Along time has passed since then. Thig year, the International Board on Books fox Young
People-Asahi Reading Promotion Award, which supports grass-roots efforts to bring children
and books together, marked its 20th anniversary. I read an article about a children's library
fund in Ghana, which received the.commemorative award. It is housed within a cargo
container. Children crowd into the container to explore the world of books. @A young man,
who said he used to use the library as a child, said it had helped him build a solid foundation

for his life. When we are young, everything we read is absorbed and grows within us. Although -

there is nothing spectacular about it, (41 believe the library fund is doing respectable work that
is putting a light of hope in people's hearts.

Japan is in the midst of Autumn Book Week. At a time when people are said to be
reading fewer books and other printed materfals, 26,000 elementary, junior and senior high '
schools across the coun'try are organizing merning reading sessions. I understand that
accounts for more than 70 percent of all schools. ®The number of paees one reads a day may be
small, but it would be wonderful if students were able to spend months finishing a book. like

the Buropean boy.

(The Asahi Shimbun, 2010, Nov. 3 L0 —HRs)
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.(Dominic Cheetham, Bites of Britain, Tastes of Japan & ¥ —ERHE)




