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Inflammation and pyroptosis, a specialized form of cell death, are key responses

of the innate immune system to patﬁogens. To avoid excessive damage to the

host organism, pyroptosis is tighily regulated by the activation of inflammatory

caspase proteins, such as caspase-1 and caspase-11 — but how the_se

caspases initiate t}1is cell-death program was unknown. Shi et al. and Kayagaki

et al. show that caspase-mediated cleavage of the protein gasdermin D creates

an amino-terminal fragment that has intrinsic pyroptosis-inducing activity.




